The almost legendary fame of the organ of the Martinikerk of Groningen even today can to an important degree be traced back to the person of Rudolph Agricola. Like many legendary matters, this one also is based on tradition and not on authentic data.
been completed; thus Agricola's visit for the signing of the contract must have taken place no later than 1480.
According to this letter, it was impossible for the instrument to be used because master Johan had not finished his work in accordance with the contract. Master Johan was now staying at Groningen. Thus the magistrates of Kampen request the city council of Groningen to remind him of his obligations and to send him to Kampen without delay. Master Johan's precipitate departure from Kampen and the fact that Agricola is explicitly mentioned in the letter suggest an important project at Groningen involving both men.
There is little doubt that this project had to do with the organ of the Martinikerk of Groningen. Archivalia in Groningen which could confirm this have been lost. The Kampen letter is the only, albeit indirect source. In combination with the reports based on tradition, the information in this letter offers sufficient evidence for the involvement of Agricola and master Johan in the rebuilding and enlargement of this organ.
Johan then Damme resided in Appingedam, and he had taken religious vows. Unfortunately little more is known about him because pre-reformation church records in the northern Netherlands have largely disappeared. We do know, however, that in 1484 master Johan signed a contract for building a new organ in Genemuiden. He worked on this instrument with three assistants for eighteen weeks and finished it in 1485.
3 These meager data lead to the conclusion that master Johan was an organbuilder of more than regional significance. The fact that Agricola was his adviser at least twice during the short periode of his municipal secretariate shows that master Johan must have been not only his favorite organbuilder but also a highly competent one.
Just as little is known about Agricola's rôle as adviser. He must have acquainted himself with the newest developments in organ building during his travels abroad and particularly as an organist at Ferrara. No doubt this will have influenced the nature of his rôle as adviser. It may also be assumed that the projects which he guided were among the most advanced in the northern Netherlands. Twenty years later, when a new organ was being planned for St. Michael's Church at Zwolle, one of the stops of the organ in Our Lady's Church at Kampen was cited as an example.
